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1. By¢in the present tense

By¢ means to be. It is irregular, so learn all six forms by heart.

Pronoun by¢ English

ja jestem lam

ty jestes you are (one person)
on/ona/ono jest he /she/itis

my jestesmy weare

wy jestescie  you are (agroup)
oni/one sq they are

Five forms start with jest-. Only sg is different.

2. Personal pronouns (zaimki osobowe)

Polish has more pronouns than English, but you use them less often.
1. You can usually leave the pronoun out. The verb ending already shows who you
mean.
o Jestem z Polski. = Ja jestem z Polski. (I am from Poland.)
o Jestesmy w domu. = My jestesmy w domu. (We are at home.)
2. Use the pronoun for contrast or emphasis.

o Ja jestem z Polski, a ty jestes z Anglii. (I am from Poland, and you are from
England.)

3. Keep on [ ona[ono and oni [ one when it is not clear who you mean. The forms jest
and sg do not show the person.

o Onjest w pracy, a ona jest w domu. (He is at work, and she is at home.)
4, Ty is for one person, wy is for two or more. Use ty with friends, family and children.
o Czy ty jestes zmeczony? (to one friend)

o Czy wy jestescie zmeczeni? (to a group)
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5. Be formal with pan, pani, paristwo. Use them with strangers and older people, with
the verb form for on [ ona or oni.

o Czy pan jest z Polski? (to a man)
o Czy pani jest z Polski? (to a woman)
o Czy paristwo sg z Polski? (to a mixed group)
6. 0On, ona, ono follow the gender of the noun, also for things.
o telefon - on jest nowy
o kawa - ona jest gorgca
o dziecko - ono jest mate

7.0Onior one? Use oni for a group with at least one man. Use one for women, children,
animals and things. Both take sa.

o Adam i Ewa - oni sg w pracy
o AnnaiMaria > one sg w kawiarni
o klucze - one sg tutaj

8. Write ja with a small letter in the middle of a sentence. It is not like the English /.

3. Negation and questions

Negation: put nie before the verb.

o Nie jestem gtodny. (I am not hungry.)

e On nie jest z Polski. (He is not from Poland.)
Yes/no questions: start with czy. The word order stays the same.

o Czyjestes z Anglii? (Are you from England?)

o Czy oni sg zmeczeni? (Are they tired?)
Short answers: repeat the verb in the right form.

o Czy jestes z Polski? - Tak, jestem. [ Nie, nie jestem.

o Czy jestescie w domu? - Tak, jestesmy. [ Nie, nie jestesmy.
Question words go first.

o Gdzie jestes? (Where are you?)

o Skad jestes? (Where are you from?)

4.Tojest/ Tosa

Use to jest to introduce one person or thing. Use to sg for more than one.
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One More than one
To jest Anna. (This is Anna.) To sg moi rodzice. (These are my parents.)

To jest méj dom. (This is my house.)  To sg moje klucze. (These are my keys.)

To ask, use Kto to jest? (Whois this?) and Co to jest? (What is this?).

5. Examples
Polish English
Jestem z Polski. I am from Poland.
Nie jestem zmeczona. I am not tired. (a woman speaking)
Jestes bardzo mity. You are very nice. (to a man)
Gdzie jestes? Where are you?
On jest w domu. He is at home.
Ona jest z Hiszpanii. She is from Spain.
Kawa jest gorgca. The coffee is hot.
Jestesmy w Krakowie. We are in Krakow.

Ja i Tomek jestedSmy w kinie. ~ Tomek and | are at the cinema.

Czy jestescie gtodni? Are you (all) hungry?
Oni sg w szkole. They are at school.
Moje klucze sg tutaj. My keys are here.

Adjectives change with the person: a man says jestem zmeczony, a woman says jestem
zZmeczona.

6. Practice
A. Write the correct form of by¢.
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4. My ______ W pracy.

S Wy ______ zmeczeni?
6.0ni z Polski.
7.To ____ moj brat.
8To___ moje ksigzki.

B. Write the pronoun: on, ona, ono, oni or one.

1. telefon >

Answers
A: 1. jestem, 2. jestes, 3. jest, 4. jesteSmy, 5. jestescie, 6. s3, 7. jest, 8. s
B:1.0n, 2. ona, 3. ono, 4. oni, 5. one

More practice: play the interactive mission at missionpolpossible.pl/czasowniki.
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