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1. Miec in the present tense

Mieé means to have. Every form starts with ma-, and only the ending changes.

Pronoun miec¢
ja mam
ty masz

on/ona/ono ma

my mamy
wy macie
oni/one maja

English

| have

you have (one person)

he [ she /it has

we have

you have (a group)

they have

You can usually leave the pronoun out: Mam psa. = Ja mam psa. (| have a dog.)

2. What comes after mie¢: the accusative (biernik)

The thing you have is in the accusative case. Some nouns change their ending, and some

stay the same.

Noun type

Masculine, a person or
animal

Masculine, a thing

Feminine

Neuter

Plural things and animals

Change

add -a

no
change

-a~>-¢

no
change

no
change

Example

brat > Mam brata. pies > Mam psa. kot > Mam
kota.

dom - Mam dom. telefon > Mam telefon.

siostra > Mam siostre. kawa > Mam kawe.

dziecko > Mam dziecko. pytanie > Mam
pytanie.

bilety > Mam bilety. koty > Mam koty.
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An adjective before a feminine noun ends in -g: nowa praca > Mam nowg prace. (I have a
new job.)

3. Negation and questions

Yes[no questions: start with czy. The word order stays the same.

o Czy masz psa? (Do you have a dog?)

o Czy oni majg dzieci? (Do they have children?)
Short answers: repeat the verb in the right form. Polish has no word like the English do.

o Czy maszrower? - Tak, mam. [ Nie, nie mam.

o Czy macie bilety? - Tak, mamy. [ Nie, nie mamy.
Negation: put nie before the verb.

e Nie mam. (I don't have it.)

e Onnie ma. (He doesn't have it.)

One step further: after nie mam the noun changes again, to the genitive case
(dopetniacz). You will learn it later. For now, just notice it.

e Mam czas. > Nie mam czasu. (I don't have time.)

o Mam siostre. > Nie mam siostry. (1 don't have a sister.)

4. Useful expressions with mie¢

Polish uses miec in some places where English uses to be.

Expression Example English

miec ... lat (age) Mam dwadzies$cia lat. I am twenty years old.
asking aboutage lle maszlat? How old are you?

mie¢ na imie Mam na imie Anna. My name is Anna.

miec racje Masz racje. You are right.

miec czas Czy masz czas? Do you have time?

miec pytanie Mam pytanie. I have a question.

miec urodziny Anna ma dzisiaj urodziny. Itis Anna's birthday today.

miec lekcje Mamy dzisiaj lekcje polskiego.  We have a Polish lesson today.

Page 2 of 4



The verb mie¢ (to have) - present tense

5. Examples

Polish

Mam brata i siostre.
Mam nowy telefon.
Czy masz kota?

Masz tadny dom.

On ma samochdd.
Ona ma mate dziecko.
Moja siostra ma psa.
Mamy dom w Polsce.
Ja i Tomek mamy bilety.
Czy macie dzieci?

Oni majg nowy dom.

Moi rodzice majg ogrod.

6. Practice

English

| have a brother and a sister.
I have a new phone.

Do you have a cat?

You have a nice house.

He has a car.

She has a small child.

My sister has a dog.

We have a house in Poland.
Tomek and | have tickets.
Do you (all) have children?
They have a new house.

My parents have a garden.

A. Write the correct form of miec.

1.da___ psa

2.Czyty ______ rower?
3.0na______ nowa prace.

4. My ______ dwa koty.
5.Czywy ______ bilety?
6.0ni ____ dom w Polsce.
7.Adam trzydziesci lat.
8.JaiOla____ dzisiaj lekcje.

B. Write the noun in the accusative.

1. (kot) Mam
2. (siostra) Mam
3. (telefon) Mam
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4, (kawa) Mam
5. (brat) Mam

Answers
A:1. mam, 2. masz, 3. ma, 4. mamy, 5. macie, 6. majg, 7. ma, 8. mamy
B: 1. kota, 2. siostre, 3. telefon, 4. kawe, 5. brata

More practice: play the interactive mission at missionpolpossible.pl/czasowniki.
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